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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CU-04 SS-15 NSC-05 CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 PRS-01 SY-05 SP-02 EUR-12 SSO-OO NSCE-00 

INRE-00 USIE-00 /058 W 

109758 

O 162245Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO RUTAGN /AMEMBASSY ACCRA NIACT IMMEDIATE 71 19 

AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 

INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3368 

UNCLAS LAGOS 1910 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, PINS, OTRA, NI 

SUBJECT: TENNIS PLAYERS DEPART LAGOS 

REF: LAGOS 1908 

1 . FMG HAS PROMISED NIGERIA AIRWAYS AIRCRAFT TO CARRY WCT STAFF 
AND PLAYERS FROM LAGOS TO ACCRA TUESDAY MORNING FEB. 17. 
DEPARTING LAGOS 0700 HRS LOCAL IN ORDER CATCH ALITALIA AZ837 
DEPARTING ACCRA FOR ROME AT 0815 ACCRA TIME (0915 LAGOS TIME). 

2. ITALIAN AMBASSADOR HAS PLEDGED THAT ALITALIA WILL 
HOLD ITS FLIGHT IN EVENT WCT ARRIVAL IN ACCRA IS DELAYED. 

POSSIBILITY OF DELAY CLEARLY EXISTS IN VIEW OF CONTINUING CURFEW 
COMPLICATIONS AND POSSIBILITY OF TRAFFIC TIE-UPS. 

3. WCT OFFICIALS AND EMBASSY WOULD MICH APPRECIATE ANY ASSISTANCE 
EMBASSY ACCRA MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE AT ACCRA AIRPORT TUESDAY 
MORNING INCLUDING INTERCESSION IF APPROPRIATE WITH ALITALIA IN 
ORDER HOLD AIRCRAFT S DEPARTURE IN EVENT NECESSARY. ALL EXCEPT 
THREE OF 14 TENNIS PLAYERS, INCLUDING ASHE, SMITH AND OKKER, 

ARE SCHEDULED PARTICIPATE IN ROME CHAMPIONSHIPS BEGINNING 
THURSDAY. 
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